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importance to require statement and justification. For this reason
alone it.seems to me historically inadmissible to represent him as
either an idealist or a phenomenalist (in any modern sense of that
term), even though passages in the Critique can be cited in support
of such a view. We are, almost certain to misinterpret his work if
we regard that of his predecessors as pre-Kantian and therefore
irrelevant. Their general doctrines are embodied in the Critique,
not superseded by it. This fact unfortunately makes it necessary
to pay considerable attention to the deservedly less known writers
whose work formed Kant's more immediate background; and with
three of whom in particular, namely Wolff, Baumgarten, and
Meier, some acquaintance is practically indispensable as an intro-
duction to his problems.